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BBSTRACT e R R : . :

. Research 1nvest1gated the relatlonshlpa betueen 4-be'
chararterlstlrs of adult learners, @ged 17 to- 67, and thelr ‘Tes ponses,
“to learnlng ‘'via nulti-media instructional Programs. Students Tead - -
-mdterials in~ accountlng and psychelagy, v1ewed v1dpo iessbnu ‘and
_listened to. audio tapes; post-treatment. data vere then collected.
"'Results shoued’ that- 1} the adult, learner's educatlonal 1ev01 "
-enjoyment. of educational telévision, .self-~concept, past- academlc I
- achievement and future educational plans uwere all- ‘positivel¥” related
to his reactions to 1nnovat1vdl bochnlques, 2) general interest’in the,
lesson was-rélated’ to the degree to-which the learnens found the
‘"material useLul 3) - reactlons regardlng both interest and uoefulnesq.

:varled for dlfferent subjects and dlfferentﬁlnstructlonal formatS';
“and 4) achlevpment of". postteqts was related to - dlfferent learner
‘characterist'ics’ for dlfferent subjects. It ‘wasy conbluded that adult _
learners reacted positively to theé, mediated. apj rrpaches, but that both .
Subject matter and personal chararterlstlcs influenced achlevement s
_and student acceptance.’ Thls\suggegted that. the ‘design, of T
“instructional .meterials faor adults’ in an open learning: Systen wxll ’

" need to consider the subject’ natter at-haid, -as, vell as’ the speclflc

T

natire of the target populatlon,Jthelr 1nterests and’, thPlI - T
backgrounds..(kuthor/LB) . A .o )
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One of the major thrusts of higher education today is to make college
credit more accessible: to people whe'ever they may live or work or whatever
their particular life circumstances. Accessibility currently implies more
than open admissions'and.more_residencéwhalls. It means reaching students
where they are at physically and educationally. : - ' : . .

, The State University of Nebraska (S-U-N) is desiyned (o be a multi-

: media off-campus approach to college education,,similar to England's Open
University. S-U-N will utilize a'variety of media and means to provide
college cradit courses for adults. Lesson materials include newspaper
articles, broadcast television, audio cassettés, and textual materiesls., .In-
structional formats are designed tc be appealing, as*well as instructional.
ft is hoped that. the materilals; ‘particularly the broadcast "TV lessons, will
‘attract and maintain the interect of adult learners :
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The purpose of this study .was to determine the inLerrelationships be-
tween characteristics of adult learners and -their .responses to learning via
multi-media instructional programs which include broadcast television, audio
Jcassettes, and- textual materfals. There were four ‘research questions:

1) Are initial attitudes and backgrounds related to reactions to lesson.

materials? 2) Are there relationships between attitudes and reactions to the
.. entire lesson package? 3) Are there relationships between attitudes and re-
_actions to the individual lesson components’ 4) Is there a relationship be- -

tween attitude and achievement’ '

Answers to, these questions Ppromise wo have an impact on all phases of
lesson design and production, !
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Methodologx ' o f

-

‘included volunteers and- subjects who had expressed an “interest in actually
. taking a college course through an open léarning system.
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0 ubjects included 250 iPJividuals ranging in ages from 17 to 67. . They

This research was completed as paft of the activities
related to Grant #0EG-0-72-0457. .
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. 'The subjects read related lesson materials, viewed video lesson seg-'
ments, and listened to audio cassctte lessons in college Accounting and
Psychology. Prior to. and after cxposure to the lessons the subjects com-
pleted personal information forms, responded to attitude questlonnaires,

. and gave - ‘their rcactions to the Icsson fotmats. All subjects were debriefed
in small’ groups by trained interviewers.

Data analysis was primavily correlational and factor analysis. Median
reliability of attitude scales was .75. . / ' o

Results
) . A} ! ,,e
) The results can be sumnarized in reference to’ the ¢Our major qucst1ons
that were askcd . g
A

Wl “Fnitial attitudes and backgrounds of the adult learrers were signi-
flcantly related to their reactions to the educational techniques. . Re-
actlons were significantly related to the adult learner's level of education,
enjoymént of educdtional television, concept of self as a student, thoughts
about future education, and past academic achlevement. A1l vere p051tive]y
Treltated to reactlons to the new educatlonal technlques.\

2. General 1nterest in the overall lesson was related to the degree
to which the learners found the material useful~ There was a hlgh re- ..
latienship between achlevement and general interest in Psychology, hut not
Accounting:. S~ udents who were predisposed to’bbtaining more -education were

also more lrkely to be favorable to. the lessons.' , _

3. Reactions to the different content material Psychology 'and Accounting,
. were quite distinct. Usefulness.ratings of the TV were related to achievement

in Psychology, but. not Accountlng.' On the othér hand, interest ratlngs, .ot "
usefulness, for Accounting were signhificantly cdrrelated with achievement.

Reatticns to audio cassette lesson materials were related to initigl. att1tudes

toward educational telewision. Interesc ratings for reading matetials were ’
51gn1f1cantly related to. how much t1me was_spent reading and for Accounting

lesson to achievement. ' . S

4. Achievement on the Accounting content tests was significantly cor-
related with level of education, past academic achievement, ratings of use-
‘fulness and interest. Achlcvement on the Psychology post cuntent test was -
®also significantly correlated w1th level of education arfd past academic AN
achlevement. - co Y . . - )

Conclusions'anq Implications
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ln‘general adult learners reacted quite positively to the new mediated

:'approaches to_providing college. lesson materials. There was, however enougn

variation in responses to suggest that key personal characteristics were Tre-
lated to acceptance and acnlevement.. Level of éducatlon._enjoyment ofledu-

cational television, concept .of. self as'a student, tnoughts about future‘ j'"

educatlon, and past academic achleveﬂent were all positively relafeo .to re-
sponses. The data,clearly .sugges ts-that variation in- responses are alsp
related to the nature of the subject matter. e 5
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This suggests that design and‘production of[iesson materials for-an open
learning system fox ‘higher education will néed to consider the specific nature
of the target population, their interests: and. backgrounds. - Although it will

- be difficult to find specific lesson formats that are equally appealing and
effective with all kinds of ‘students, further tesearch may help o identify
the key lesson chapacteriétics,“dS'well.asﬁfhd key learner characteristics,
which promise to have uﬁiveysal appeal and effectiveness.
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